
 
ACT

Over the next week, do one or both of the following things to help you to wake up to the reality of  
life for Christians in North Korea.

•	 North Koreans cannot publicly identify 
themselves as Christians. So, do something this 
week that identifies you as a Christian. Wear 
a pin badge, cross or even get an awesome 
Open Doors Youth t-shirt (find one at www.
opendoorsyouth.org). Throughout the world 
there are millions of Christians who can’t show 
their faith, so try and find ways that you can.

•	 Be bold! Pray for 
an opportunity to 
talk about Jesus 
and when the 
opportunity comes, 
take it!

TO SPEAK UP

THE FUTURE
North Korean Christians have started their 
own prayer campaign for their country. They 
pray that God continues to open doors for 
the gospel to be spread further.

“We now pray the prayer of Queen Esther. She 
was called ‘for a time like this,’ as Mordecai 
told her. That applies to us too. We are called 
to spread His light in a time like this and under 
these difficult circumstances. We experience 
that God uses the persecution to sanctify 
His Church and are grateful that we in our 
weakness receive His strength. We pray that we 
are able to do His will in every situation. And if 
we perish, we perish.

“God gave us a vision. One day our country will 
be opened and reunited with South Korea. Then 
the North Korean and South Korean Church 
will work together with our Chinese brothers 
and sisters to evangelise Asia. That is going 
to be a hard, difficult task. We see the current 
persecution in North Korea as preparation for 
that time.”  
North Korean church leaders.

WAKE UP! GET YOUR HEAD ROUND THIS…
In North Korea between 50,000 and 70,000 
Christians are held in labour camps where 
everyone is told that Christians are ‘bad people’. 

But Christians long to share the news of the 
gospel and to ‘shout that Jesus exists’. Despite the 
restrictions, Christians find ways to tell people 
about Jesus and even though it comes at a massive 
cost, people respond to that call.

Those who become Christians make the choice 
knowing that they could pay with their lives. And 
yet still they make that choice and pay that price.

PRAY
Spend a few minutes focussing on God, asking his 
Spirit to be with you, guiding you, prompting you 
and preparing you for the next 30 minutes. 

REFLECT
In North Korea certain words are dangerous. Those 
in the left column in the list below are forbidden. 
Saying them could get you arrested. Because words 
can be so dangerous, Christians in North Korea 
have come up with less volatile words to use in 
short conversations with other followers of Jesus. 
Throughout the rest of this morning’s session, 
whenever you read these words use the ‘safer’ 
replacements below.

Jesus

God

Bible

Church

 Prayer

Throughout the rest of the day and week, see if you 
can remember these replacement words and use 
them to help you remember the restrictions placed 
on North Korean Christians.

READ: MARK 8:34–9:1
“Take up your cross…” 
Mark 8v34

THINK
What’s going on: This passage is from Mark’s gospel, 
the shortest account of Jesus’ life. Just before Jesus 
says these words his disciples fed 5000 people 
miraculously, he’s healed a blind man, and one of his 
disciples, Peter has declared that he thinks Jesus is 
the Messiah – God’s chosen one. That’s all good. But 
immediately Jesus changes tone, outlining how the 
Messiah must die. His disciples question him, and he 
rebukes them, and then comes this passage.

•	 Imagine the disciple’s excitement of following 
Jesus and seeing him do incredible things that 
glorified God. But then, after that, Jesus gets 
angry and almost shouts at his disciples. Why? 
Maybe he wants them to know there is a cost 
and that following God wholeheartedly isn’t 
always going to be as easy. He’s desperate for 
them to get it.

•	 What do you think it means to ‘take up your 
cross?’ How much are we prepared to pay? What 
can we learn from the lives and faith of North 
Korean Christians?

•	 Like many North Koreans, the disciples did 
come to understand what Jesus was saying - the 
majority of them were martyred for their faith, 
paying the highest price for following Jesus. Is 
Jesus asking you to ‘lay down’ any aspects of your 
life to help you follow him better?

•	 North Koreans have to be careful how they share 
their faith in Jesus. How would you do it using 
just the code words. Is it even possible? North 
Korean Christians show the gospel through their 
actions, and share the gospel when they are 
asked to give an explanation of their behaviour - 
and then only if they feel secure enough. 

•	 Would people look at your life and notice 
anything different about the way you act? Are 
their situations where you know you can do 
things differently to show more of God’s love and 
grace to the people you know and meet. Pray for 
opportunities to make a change this week.

•	 Have you talked about your faith with anyone 
recently? If so, how? If not, what stopped you?

IMAGINE
The word disciple means ‘apprentice’ or ‘trainee’. 
Think about the key characteristics a disciple or 
trainee of Jesus would need. Write down those 
qualities and values.

PRAY
•	 Look at qualities and characteristics you’ve just 

written down. Pray through each one, asking 
God to help you develop those things in your 
life. Ask God to help you ‘take up your cross’ to 
better follow him.

•	 “We pray that we may do His will in every situation. 
Through the persecution, we see that He is 
sanctifying the church. And if we die, we die.” 
North Korean Christian 
Give thanks for the vision and faith of North 
Korean believers and their desire to spread the 
gospel. Pray that there will be openings for them 
to share the good news.

•	 ‘When I started my ministry among illegal, North 
Korean refugee women in China, I knew it was going 
to be hard. And it is sometimes. I pray and fast before 
every meeting with them. But the fruit is incredible. 
When I am introduced to new women, they embrace 
the gospel so quickly. It is like… they are just ready.’  
Open Doors Worker 
Give thanks for Open Doors workers in China 
who risk their lives to spread the gospel. Pray 
that they will continue to see a response to the 
good news of Jesus Christ.

•	 And even though we are completely severed from 
the outside world, our faith will remain firmly on the 
Rock. We will continue to fight against the evil spirits 
until the day all the demolished churches and altars 
are restored in our country.’” 
North Korean church leader 
Ask God to prepare North Korean Christians for 
whatever the future holds. Humanly speaking 
the future looks bleak, but God is the God of 
history and he will have the victory.
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Wake up and Pray Guide

sUGGEsTED DATE 
20th October

OPENDOORsYOUTH 
Check your emails for more stuff 

WEEK sIX 
Time to Speak Up 16 Tweet us @opendoorsyouth or make a comment on  

facebook.com/opendoorsyouth. We’d love to hear your thoughts.

The One

Our Father

The Book

Family

Talking to Father
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Do more!Try running a ‘Secret Church’ service. Get the free pack on 

our site!


