
TO UNDERSTAND

Kimilsungism
“We cover the portraits of the leaders on the 
wall and then we kneel down in a circle. We 
pray for strength and endurance. We pray that 
God will keep our country. ‘Father’, we say, ‘The 
Israelites sinned and you made them wander 
in the wilderness for 40 years. But for us, Lord, 
after more than 50 years we are still being 
punished. However, we have sinned and You 
are just. We bowed for the idols of Kim Il-Sung 
and before that for the idols of the Japanese. 
Forgive us. Please Father, restore the churches 
of past times in North Korea’.”

North Korea is a country dominated by 
worship, not of God, but of a man. Known 
as ‘Kimilsungism’, people are required to 
worship the family dynasty of leaders Kim Il-
Sung, his son Kim Jong-Il, and his grandson – 
and present leader – Kim Jong-Un. Everyone 
has to attend meetings at least once a week 
and memorise more than 100 pages of stuff 
that include documents that praise the 
morals and majesty of the Kims as well as 
various poems and songs about them too. 

 
ACT

Over the next week, do one or both of the 
following things to help you to wake up to the 
reality of life for Christians in North Korea.

•	 North Korea suffers from routine power 
shortages. Turn off the electricity in your 
room – or living room for an evening. No TV, 
computer, games, internet. Switch the power 
on for 10 minutes. Then switch it off again…

•	 Try eating for one day like a typical North 
Korean. That’s just one bowl of watery 
soup and some bread –that’s it for the day. 
Remember that for prisoners it is even less. 

WAKE uP! gET YOuR HEAD ROunD THis…
Just imagine a land where the government got to 
decide where you live, what job you could have, 
what sports you could play and what food you 
could eat – or even if you’re allowed to eat at all. 

It’s sounds like an unbelievable place. Almost 
impossible to get our heads round. Millions live 
in poverty. Tens of thousands are in prison for 
simply thinking differently to the state. There is no 
freedom. Nearly every aspect of life is controlled, 
ordered, dictated.

This is North Korea. A broken land, ruled by the 
Great Leader who, though he’s been dead for 18 
years, is still president and must be worshipped 
as a god. And where, despite that, hundreds of 
thousands of people choose to secretly worship a 
greater God.

PRAY
Spend a few minutes focussing on God, asking his 
Spirit to be with you, guiding you, prompting you 
and preparing you for the next 30 minutes. 

READ: DAniEl CHAPTER 3
What’s going on? The story of the Old 
Testament is the story of God’s relationship 

and journey with his people – the Jews. At this 
point in the journey the Jews had been banished 
from their own land, Israel, partly as judgement 
for disobedience of God’s laws. They were now 
being forced to live in an enemy country, Babylon. 
This was a country with different customs, ideas, 
and most importantly, a leader who wanted to be 
worshipped like a god.

“If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us 
from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we 
want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve 
your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
Daniel 3:17-18

THinK
•	 Read the information about ‘Kimilsungism’. How 

does the passage from Daniel relate to what you 
know about North Korea? 

•	 What do you think it is like to live in such an 
atmosphere? 

•	 What are the ‘golden statues’ in our world? What 
do we bow down and worship, or put in the 
place of God?

•	 Are there any things that come to mind that you 
do or own that God may be challenging you to 
stop seeing or using as an idol?

•	 It’s impossible to imagine the pressure facing North 
Korean Christians. Some know the very dilemma 
outlined in the passage – to deny their faith or 
die. Would your faith survive? Could you say as 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did ‘Even if God 
does not save me, I will not serve your gods’?

•	 It’s a tough one, almost Impossible to answer. 
Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples faced a similar test. 
He denied knowing Jesus (Mark 14:66-72). But 
God is gracious. Jesus not only forgave him (John 
21v15-19), he became the leader of the early 
church - an amazing, bold and courageous man 
who God used to change the world.

•	 Can you think of situations where you find it 
hard to speak up about your faith? Are their 
times when don’t speak or just go along with the 
crowd because you don’t want to come across 
as weird or judgmental. We need to have both 
courage and common sense in how we stand up 
for Jesus – but we still need to stand up for him. 
Ask God to give you both and ask him to prompt 
you when he wants you to stand up for him. 

•	 We may never face persecution for our faith. 
But how can we in the West ‘walk alongside’ and 
support others in places like North Korea who 
risk it all to follow Jesus?

imAginE
Read through the North Korea article on p5. If you 
have time have a look at news.bbc.co.uk and find 
recent stories about North Korea.

What does this tell you about normal life in North 
Korea? What would it be like to live there?

PRAY
•	 Pray for change in North Korea. Ask God to bring 

about peaceful reform, to somehow break down 
the walls that imprison so many people in this 
country. Pray for a peaceful transition, and that 
things will not descend into bloodshed. 

•	 “God has looked over and preserved our North 
Korean underground church for the past decades… 
We have seen countless miracles in various forms 
until this day and He is still continuing with His 
work now.”  
North Korean Pastor 
Give thanks for the growth of the underground 
church in North Korea. Though attacked it is not 
defeated, though it walks through fire it is not 
destroyed.

•	 Prisoners in labour camps are weak through lack 
of food. It is almost impossible to survive on the 
three small portions they are given each day, 
yet if they do not meet their work targets their 
rations are reduced. Pray that God will help them 
to find more food. 

•	 North Korean Christians take a stand against 
the idols of their society. As you pray, ask God 
to reveal more of the ‘idols’ that we are told to 
worship in this world. Pray for the strength to 
stand against the pressure to follow the crowd 
and do what everyone else does.
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Visit our website for more current prayer news, articles and info this week!


