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“Then I asked myself: Who is the most powerful person I 
can pray to? I came to the conclusion it was God. So I prayed 
for Him to release me. I still was not a believer, but I firmly 
believe that thanks to those remarkable prayers in that dark 
prison cell I have been blessed so much ever since.” 

YONK SOOK BECAME A CHRISTIAN IN A NORTH KOREAN PRISON 
AFTER BEING ARRESTED WHEN TRYING TO FLEE TO CHINA
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Facts
• Christians are considered enemies  

of the state.
• Up to 70,000 Christians are in  

prison camps.
• The country has a three generations 

punishment rule, so if your faith is 
found out, your children, and their 
children, will also be punished.

• Owning a bible will get your arrested.
• If your Christian faith is discovered you 

will face arrest, disappearance, torture 
or public execution.

• North Korea is the place where you’ll 
find more Bible’s hidden in the ground 
(literally buried) than anywhere else in 
the world.

• There are an estimated 200,000-
400,000 believers.

• The church is growing. Amazing.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Christians believe in God, which is a 
problem in North Korea, because the family 
that run the country, the Kims, want to be 
worshipped as Gods. 

The North Korean regime demands 
absolute loyalty and obedience. Portraits  
of the Kim family must be hung in all 
homes and schools. The first words 
parents must teach their children are 
‘Thank you, Father Kim Il-sung’. Bibles 
and Christian materials are banned, and 
Christians will keep their faith completely 
secret. Parents often don’t tell their 
children about their faith as teachers 
encourage young people to tell them if they 
see any religious materials in their homes.

Pray this
Father.
You are God. No one is like you. No ruler. No 
nation. You are bigger, stronger and more 
powerful. Have Your way in North Korea. 
Bring an end to evil. Bring hope and love. 
Holy Spirit, strengthen those 400,000 secret 
Christians. Give them ways to learn more 
about You. Provide Bibles and materials. 
Give them courage. Let their actions shine 
You to all they meet. Help them stick with 
You through trial and pain. Help me use my 
freedom to live loudly for You.
Amen.



Facts
• Believers must keep their faith a secret. 

Most will have converted from Islam. 
In doing so they risk being known as 
traitors, facing threats, violence and 
worse for their choice.

• There are no public churches. Praying, 
singing or keeping Christian materials 
can be very dangerous.

• One Afghani MP has stated that all 
converts to Christianity should be 
executed.

• One of the only ways people hear the 
good news of Jesus is through Christian 
radio programmes.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Afghanistan is a tribal society, and loyalty 
to your family, clan and tribe are incredibly 
important. Islam is seen as part of Afghan 
identity, and leaving Islam is seen as a 
betrayal by families and communities. It is 
illegal for an Afghan person to leave Islam.

Those who decide to follow Jesus in 
Afghanistan must do so in complete secret. 
Those who are discovered may be sent to 
a mental hospital - their families believe 
no sane person would leave Islam. They 
may also be beaten or even killed by family 
members, or members of Islamic extremist 
groups like the Taliban.

Pray this
Father, 
even though there are only a few thousand 
Christians in Afghanistan, You are still 
Lord. Like the tiny acorn that grows into 
the tallest of trees, use this small group of 
people to grow Your Kingdom. Raise faith, 
bring miracles and help them shine Your 
love and glory so others wouldn’t be able 
to ignore You. Strengthen them. Keep them 
close to You. Help them find ways to meet, 
pray and worship without fear. Keep them 
from danger, because you can.
Amen.
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“I have seven children. One of them was disabled and could 
not walk. When I brought the New Testament into my house, 
my daughter started to move. I began to read from the Bible 
and she started to walk!”
SAIF, A SECRET BELIEVER IN AFGHANISTAN
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Facts
• If you are even suspected of being 

a Christian in Somalia, you could be 
murdered on the spot. 

• At least 12 Christians were killed 
in 2016 year when their faith was 
discovered. 

• The militant Islamist group al-Shabaab 
has stated publicly that it ‘wants 
Somalia free of all Christians’, and they 
are able to persecute Christians with 
impunity, as Somalia is largely lawless. 

• Somalia is a tribal society, and many 
tribal leaders see being Somali as 
being Muslim – leaving Islam is a 
betrayal of the tribe.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Islam is an important part of Somali 
identity, and for a Somali person to decide 
to leave Islam and follow Jesus is seen as 
a huge betrayal. Where the Middle East has 
the self-proclaimed Islamic State, the Horn 
of Africa has the militant Islamist group al-
Shabaab. This group has stated publically 
that it ‘wants Somalia free of all Christians’.

Most Somali Christians keep their faith 
completely secret. If al-Shabaab find 
someone who has become a Christian, the 
militants will often kill them on the spot.

Pray this
Father, 
even where extremists don’t want people 
to follow You, You are still known and 
worshipped. Alongside Christians in 
Somalia, I cry out to You. Pour out Your 
Spirit on this harsh land. Build a radical, 
loving church. Provide ways for Your Word 
to be known and learnt. Help Christians 
find favour and influence to help bring 
tolerance and stability. Build Your Kingdom 
there. Change hearts. Bring many more to 
You. You can do it. Yours is the power and 
glory. Amen.
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“It appears that I live in hell on earth. I wish I could just 
stand inside a church and cry out in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.”
A SECRET CHRISTIAN FROM SOMALIA



Facts
• The government says all Libyans are 

Sunni Muslims, though there are an 
estimated 39,000 Christians.

• It’s illegal to take Arabic Bibles into 
Libya or to share the gospel

• The government has been unable to 
stop violent extremist groups, like 
those affiliated with IS, taking control of 
strategic areas.

• A key leader has suggested that 
Christians should be thought of as 
a threat to national security. Police 
monitor Christian activity.

• Migrant workers from other countries 
are allowed churches, but churches for 
Libyans are forbidden.

• Libyan converts may be beaten by family 
members, whereas Christian migrant 
workers face threats and violence.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Libya is a deeply Islamic nation, as well as 
a tribal one, and leaving Islam is seen as 
a betrayal. The Libyan government claims 
that all Libyans are Muslims. 

All that means being a Christian is 
pretty counter-cultural. Converting from 
Islam is severely dangerous and deeply 
discouraged.

It is illegal to bring Arabic Bibles into 
Libya or to share the gospel with Muslims. 
The state of anarchy and civil war in the 
country means that the rule of law barely 
exists in Libya, and Islamist extremists 
attack Christians freely.

Pray this
Father God,
even in places where rules are ignored 
and injustice is everywhere, Your name 
is still holy. Even where Your Word is 
restricted and people struggle to meet to 
worship, You are still mighty. Strengthen 
Your Church in Libya. Give them what they 
need – fresh ways to learn more, meet 
together and encourage one another. 
Bring protection so the small Christian 
community can share Your love. Change 
the future, so that Libya stops sliding into 
chaos. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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“They were martyred in the name of Jesus Christ. They kept 
the faith until the last moment. They didn’t deny the name of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are proud of them.”
THE BROTHER OF ONE OF 21 EGYPTIAN MIGRANT WORKERS 
EXECUTED IN LIBYA BY ISLAMIC STATE EXTREMISTS



Facts
• Insulting Islam can mean arrest and a  

death sentence.
• Allegations of insulting Islam can quickly 

escalate, with mobs taking the law into 
their own hands.

• Christians still meet in church buildings, 
but services are monitored and 
sometimes attacked. Guards are hired to 
protect meetings.

• On Easter Sunday 2016, a bomb 
exploded in a park in Lahore. The Taliban 
claimed responsibility, explicitly stating 
they targeted Christians – 69 people 
were killed.

• Christians are in the minority and 
treated as second class citizens.

• Estimates suggest up to 700 Christian 
girls are kidnapped and forced to 
convert to Islam every year.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Pakistan is a strongly Islamic society. 
Radical Islamic groups are increasingly 
influential and are courted by political 
parties, the army and the government. 
Christians are the targets of violent 
attacks by extremists, and are treated as 
‘unclean’ by society in general.

Official figures show there are just 3.9 
million Christians in Pakistan, a country of 
200.8 million. They make up two per cent 
of the population.

Pray this
Lord God, 
even when things aren’t fair, when systems 
are broken and faith is shattered, I still 
trust You. Be known in Pakistan. Be known 
by extremists and militants. Be known 
through Christians who keep on loving 
even when the hatred seems never-ending. 
Bless and equip Your church there. Protect 
the vulnerable and guard the faith of those 
facing intimidation and harassment. Grow 
the Church. Use it to bring many to You. Do 
it Lord, I pray.
Amen.
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“You are clever, you are gifted. But you are a Christian,  
so you will become a sweeper. Why wouldn’t you convert  
to Islam?”
COMMENT MADE TO A CHRISTIAN TEENAGE GIRL



Facts
• The government is supported by radical 

Islamists, and as such violence, murder 
and other threats to Christians often go 
unpunished.

• In October 2015 two churches were 
destroyed. One had existed for over 30 
years until the government ordered it 
taken down for ‘development reasons’.

• In 2013 a law was passed stating that no 
new licenses for church buildings would 
be granted. Christianity is increasingly 
being outlawed.

• In the Nuba Mountains thousands 
of Christians have been killed and 
displaced as the government seeks to 
rid the region of minority groups.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
The president has repeatedly stated 
that Sudan is to be an Islamic state and 
that there should be no room for other 
religions since South Sudan, a Christian-
majority country, declared independence. 
Sharia (Islamic law) is the foundation 
of Sudan’s legal system, and leaving 
Islam is punishable by death; Christians 
are afraid even to talk about their faith 
in case this is construed as an ‘act that 
encourages apostasy’.

Believers are afraid to share their faith 
with their children or Muslim neighbours. 
Some disguise their identity even after 
death, being buried in Muslim cemeteries. 

Pray this
Lord God,
You will build your church, even when the 
buildings it meets in are being destroyed. 
Take away fear from Christians in Sudan. 
Help them live boldy, so that people 
see their good deeds and glorify You. 
As churches close, help Christians find 
ways to meet, pray and act. Pour out Your 
Spirit so the underground church grows. 
Bring justice, so that Christians won’t be 
targeted. Bring peace and security. Turn 
hard hearts to You. All honour is Yours.
Amen.
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“They can burn our church buildings, but they cannot  
burn the church from our hearts!”
SUDANESE PASTOR



Facts
• Christians are considered enemies  

of the state.
• Followers of Jesus have faced beatings, 

imprisonment, harassment and torture.
• Christians have been locked in metal 

shipping containers battling with 
horrific heat in the day and freezing 
temperatures at night.

• Islamic extremism is on the rise, and 
radical groups seem well connected 
with country leaders.

• Christians are looked at suspiciously, 
and the government encourages people 
to spy on followers of Jesus.

• Up to 20,000 people, including 
Christians, are being held without trial 
or contact with the outside world for 
opposing the government.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
2.5 million Christians live in Eritrea – they 
make up about half of the population. The 
other half are mainly Muslims.

Christians who aren’t members of state 
approved churches are considered agents 
of the West and a threat to the state. 
The government only recognises three 
Christians denominations, including the 
Eritrean Orthodox Church (EOC) – and 
it is the government that appoints the 
Patriarch of the EOC.

Hundreds of Christians who are members of 
unregistered churches are in prison – some 
have been held captive for over a decade. 

Pray this
Lord God, 
You aren’t just the God of Christians. 
You are God of all people and all places, 
whether they know You or not. Be known 
in Eritrea. Let Your will be done. Be with 
Christians there. I pray they would know 
Your love, so much so that you are known 
through the way they live. Give strength 
and perseverance to those in prison for 
You. Bring the church together to change 
their nation.
Amen.
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“We were so tightly crammed in that we could not sit 
properly, let alone lie down to sleep. We were forced to  
work long hours without rest. My immediate commander 
was especially cruel.”
SENET WAS PUT IN PRISON, IN A SMALL CELL WITH OVER 50 
OTHER WOMEN, FOR REFUSING TO PUT THE STATE BEFORE HER 
FAITH IN JESUS



Facts
• The country is in the midst of a brutal 

conflict, with millions in need of aid.
• Leaving Islam is forbidden in Yemen, 

and Muslims who decide to follow Jesus 
could face the death penalty.

• These believers must keep their faith 
completely secret. 

• The war has allowed Islamic extremist 
groups to expand their operations in 
certain areas, leading to Christians being 
abducted and killed. 

• The civil war has led to a humanitarian 
crisis. Christians miss out when 
emergency aid is distributed, as 
it is mostly given out by Islamic 
organisations and mosques, who 
allegedly discriminate against those 
who are not considered to be pious 
Muslims.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Yemen is a strongly Islamic nation, and all 
Yemenis are considered Muslims. Leaving 
is Islam is forbidden – Muslims who decide 
to follow Jesus could face the death penalty. 
The war has allowed Islamic extremist 
groups to expand their operations in certain 
areas, leading to Christians being abducted 
and killed.

Christians in Yemen must keep their faith 
completely secret. It is seen as a huge 
source of shame for a family member to 
leave Islam, so believers from Muslim 
backgrounds run the risk of honour-killing 
or physical violence if their families or 
communities discover their faith.

Pray this
Lord Jesus,  
have mercy on our persecuted brothers 
and sisters in Yemen. Bring an end to 
the war and famine, and provide for 
those believers who miss out on relief 
aid because of their faith. Protect and 
strengthen Christians who are threatened 
and under pressure from their families and 
communities. Help them to keep shining as 
lights in the darkness. 
Amen.
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“Lord, help us as we are tired of this senseless war, the 
blood and the anxiety the people live under. Instead, we pray 
for the Kingdom of God to be established in Yemen.”
A PRAYER BY A YEMENI BELIEVER



Facts
• Iran is governed by strict Islamic laws.
• In Iran Muslims are not meant to shake 

hands with Christians, touch them, or 
eat their food.

• It is illegal to produce Christian materials 
in Farsi, the main language in Iran.

• Muslims converting to Islam can face the 
death penalty.

• Christians are monitored by the secret 
police. In November 2015, 14 Christians 
at a house church meeting were arrested. 
52 Christians were arrested in 2017. In 
December 2018 142 Christians were 
arrested in under a month.

• Those arrested face intimidation, 
physical and mental abuse as well as 
threats of execution.

• Christians who try to speak to Muslims 
about Jesus can be imprisoned, face 
physical abuse and harassment.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
Christianity is seen as a Western influence 
and a threat to the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
All ethnic Persians are seen as Muslims, 
and if an ethnic Persian leaves Islam they 
can be punished with the death penalty 
– although they are more likely to be 
imprisoned for ‘crimes against national 
security’.

Believers from Muslim backgrounds keep 
their faith secret. Secret house churches 
are monitored and frequently raided, and 
dozens of Christians are imprisoned in 
appalling conditions.

Despite this, Christians from a Muslim 
background make up the largest group of 
Christians in Iran, and reports suggest that 
number is growing...

Pray this
Almighty God,
You are love, truth and goodness. Even 
when people think of Your followers as 
dirty and unclean, You are good. Open eyes 
and minds in Iran to new ways of seeing. 
Empower and embolden those in Iran who 
love You. Help them share Your grace in 
powerful ways. Be with those in prison. 
Bring strength and courage. Give them 
words to speak that will open hearts to 
know You, even in jail. Spirit of God, equip 
Your church. Keep them faithful.
Amen.
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“Many of my cellmates in prison ask me why I am paying 
such a huge price for my belief in Jesus Christ. They ask me 
why I don’t just deny my belief and go back to my wife and 
children? I then ask myself: what cost did that the Lord pay 
to save me... Therefore I am also able to prefer prison over 
being set free. I have decided to keep my faith in our Lord 
and stay in prison.”
PASTOR BENHAM IRANI, WHO SPENT FIVE YEARS IN PRISON



Facts
• Those in power see being Indian 

as being Hindu, so Indians that are 
Christian are despised.

• A Hindu extremist group linked to a 
leading political party is actively trying 
to wipe out the church – they’ve set a 
target of 2021.

• 12,500 Christians and about 100 
churches were attacked last year.

• India still has a strict caste system that 
orders society. Many Christians come 
from the poorest caste, the dalits or 
untouchables. They are despised by 
others in more respectable castes.

• Violence against Christians is turning 
increasing brutal and extreme.

• Several states in India have brought in 
anti-conversion laws, which are often 
used as an excuse to disrupt church 
services and harass Christians.

Why are Christians
persecuted?
64 million Christians live in India. That 
might sound like a lot, but in a country 
with a total population of 1.3 billion, they 
actually make up a tiny minority – less than 
five per cent. In rural areas Christians are 
often incredibly isolated.

The Indian government is led by the Hindu 
nationalist BJP, who believe that being 
a Hindu is part of Indian identity, and 
frequently turn a blind eye to attacks on 
those of other faiths.

Christians in India face horrific levels of 
violence from extremists, with thousands of 
attacks taking place every year.

Pray this
Heavenly Father,  
have mercy on our brothers and sisters 
in India. May they know You as their Rock, 
their Protector and their Defender. Provide 
for those believers who have been cut off 
from their friends and family for Your sake, 
and turn the hearts of Hindu extremists, 
that they would be overwhelmed and 
transformed by Your love. 
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“Around 250 people surrounded my house, they caught  
hold of me and dragged me for about half a kilometer to 
the nearby temple. When we arrived at the temple they 
pushed me towards the idol and ordered me to bow down; I 
mustered all the strength that was left within me and said,  
‘I will die but I will not bow to this idol.’”
KHUSHAL, A PASTOR FROM CENTRAL INDIA


