WOW. I’m realising that prayer
isn’t about what I think I want
or need, but about obedience.

“Don’t pray for us, pray with us. If
you pray for us, you will pray for the
wrong things. You will pray that the
church will be safe. You will pray
for persecution to cease. We are
not praying for these things. We ask
that he draw millions of Muslims to
Christ. We ask that we will be bold
and clear in sharing our faith. And
we pray that when the inevitable
persecution comes… that we will be
faithful even if it costs us our lives.

West could pray for him and his
church he said:

Prayer shouldn’t just be a list of
stuff we want - like God is some
kind of Santa answering our every
wish. No, prayer is much deeper,
and in the act of doing it, we
change. Prayer is about saying, just
like John after he baptised Jesus
that, ‘I must decrease, He must
increase’ (John 3:30).

The philosopher and theologian
Kierkegaard said: “Prayer
does not change God, but it
changes him who prays.” That
Egyptian church leader was onto
something - he doesn’t want to
face persecution, but knows that
following Jesus is likely to bring it,
so he wants to be ready.

PRAY NOW
Father God, thank You that You
give us all we need to live lives
that point to You. Help me, and my
church family around the world, to
stand strong no matter what we
face. Help us to know that You are
with us. Amen.

BLACKOUT: MAKE TIME TO PRAY
One way you can join me in
learning to pray afresh is to join
the Blackout. Commit to getting
sponsored to give up your screens
for anything from six to 48 hours
and use chunks of time to pray
without the distractions of social
media, TV or gaming. Find out
more on page 2.

the
Word
of God
is life

Gideon’s faith and perseverance
are incredible. Faced with
beatings, imprisonment and pain,
he chose to stick with Jesus no
matter what. And under such
pressure, Gideon knew how to
keep his faith strong – by reading
a smuggled Bible and writing

“One of the persecutors asked
me a question. ‘Why you are
paying so big a price? Why don’t
you renounce your faith and live
a peaceful life?’ I replied, ‘To me,
the Word of God is life!”

“Because there is no paper in the
prison cells, I was using toilet
paper to write verses of the Bible
and send them to others. When
the government agents searched
our cell, they found all those
verses I’d sent out... they put me
under severe torture for months.
There was no part of my body
without pain.

“They took us to the prison again.
After three months we had a
Bible smuggled in without their
knowledge. We tore pages out
of different Bible books and we
distributed those to different cells.

(inc P&P)

£14

Want to get inspired by
persecuted Christians like Gideon
and develop the same passion
for the Bible? Get a copy of our
awesome resource, Hidden Word,
and spend six weeks undertaking
memorisation challenges and
learn verses that have meaning to
brave and courageous persecuted
Christians. Hidden Word is perfect
as a devotional you can do on your
own, but also works brilliantly
with groups too! And in buying a
copy, you also send a Bible to a
persecuted Christian. Amazing!
Find out more at
opendoorsyouth.org/hiddenword

out verses to encourage him and
others. He knew that God’s Word
is life, that it can bring hope and
that it can inspire its readers to
change the world.

“I seek You with all my heart; do not let me stray from Your commands. I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against You.” Psalm 119:10-11

I pray for security and health, even
sometimes wealth - for good exam
results, decent relationships or
a new job - all good things. But I
recently read a story from a church
leader in Egypt who has thrown my
prayer life upside down. Christians
in the country are facing increasing
violence from extremist Islamic
groups. When asked how we in the

Do you pray? If you do, what do
you pray about? When I think
honestly about my prayers, I’ve
realised they are just a list of
requests - a bunch of stuff to
make my life easier or more
comfortable. And, I’m starting to
think I’m missing the point...

Image: Prayer and worship at a secret Chinese house church in the 1980s or early 1990s
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Open Doors works with Christians around
the world who are persecuted for their faith.
We are committed to smuggling hope by
providing Bibles, training, literacy and livelihood
programmes, and advocacy support for people
who know the true cost of following Jesus.
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BY NAOMI ALLEN
Open Doors Youth Team Lead
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Inside: Join the Blackout. How to go screen-free. Blackout stickers.
Who is your God? The Word of God is life. Blackout poster.
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The Cost

blackout

WHY GO SCREEN-FREE?

Join the Blackout by signing up online and
we’ll send you a free Blackout pack in the
post and a bunch of downloads to help you
go screen-free. The Blackout weekend is 25
- 27 October - you don’t have to give up your
screens for the whole weekend, try, six, 12,
24 or 48 hours. Plus, if the dates don’t suit,
you can do a Blackout whenever you like!

2.Prep and raise money

Set up a JustGiving page or use the
sponsor form we send you to raise
money to support projects restoring
hope, dignity and value to persecuted
Christian women and girls. Use our
resources to reflect, pray and tell
others what you are doing and why!

3.Shut down your screens

Stash away the smart phone, lock up the
Xbox, turn off the TV! Shut down anything
with a screen for up to 48 hours to stand
and pray with silenced and unseen
persecuted Christians.

Sign up now at opendoorsyouth.org/blackout

are we
praying
all wrong?
stones. But she won’t give up on
Jesus. Her mum explains:

“She always says, ‘God won’t let
me down. I am ready until death to
follow Him.’”

Around the world, young Christians
like Semira are bravely following
Jesus in the face of threats, and
violence. By getting sponsored to
give up our screens and use our
time to pray for change, we’ll help
courageous Christians like Semira
to keep shining God’s love and
light, even in the darkest of places.
Plus, because of their example,
we’ll be inspired to follow Jesus
with greater faith and boldness.
Convinced? Sign up online today!

We’re asking people to join us in getting sponsored to go
screen-free for anything from six to 48 hours. But why?
Why would anyone ever give up their phone, Switch, TV
and all the stuff you do with and through those things?

The reason is simple. Around
the world Christians are being
silenced simply because they love
Jesus. They need our support, they
need our love and they need our
prayers. And that’s what Blackout
is all about. Shutting down our
devices to stand with the silenced.
Semira’s story shows why we want
you to join the Blackout.

Semira lives in Eritrea. She’s a
teenager, and her love for Jesus
means her teachers have told her
that she can’t speak about her
faith to anyone. Her classmates
tell her she doesn’t deserve to be
friends with them. They sometimes
throw rocks at her and her house.
She’s even been hit by some of the

blackout

GET SPONSORED TO GO SCREEN-FREE
Switch off your screens to raise money and prayer for
silenced, persecuted Christian women and girls.
“God made a way when we thought there
was no hope. We need to stand firm even
when trouble comes. We must never give up.
God is in charge.”
EDEN, TEENAGER FROM ERITREA
Eden and two friends were arrested and sent to prison
for openly sharing their faith in Jesus with anyone who

opendoorsyouth.org/blackout

would listen. But prison couldn’t silence them. The girls
bravely didn’t give up and kept talking about God. After
three months, the girls were released, but not before
they had shared the good news of Jesus with 14 other
prisoners, giving each one a Bible to keep too.
Join the Blackout and get sponsored to go screen-free
to stand with those who are being silenced because of
their love of Jesus. Sign up at the link below.
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