OPEN DOORS YOUTH: ISOLATED CHURCH

WEEK NINE: SUMMARY

WEEK 1: UNCERTAINTY

“Whenever, wherever, however you
want me, I’ll go… I’ll begin this very
minute. Lord as I stand up from this
place, and as I take my first step
forward, will you consider this a step
towards complete obedience to you?
I’ll call it the Step of Yes”.
Brother Andrew

WEEK 3: LACK

“We are doing all we can to
provide food packages for the
elderly and vulnerable who are
unable to go out these days, or
for those who have lost their jobs
in these difficult circumstances.”
Iranian Church Leader

WEEK 2: ISOLATION

“I had no Bible, no pulpit, no audience, no
pen and paper. I could do nothing. Nothing
except get to know God. And for 20 years,
that was the greatest relationship I have
ever known.”

WEEK 4: FEAR
“…in prison we had an
amazing time…
We became unafraid.”
Gifti, Ethiopia

WEEK 6: ANXIETY
WEEK 5: WAITING

“You can say whatever you want to
your church when you are in here.”
Indonesian Prison Guard

“Now I do not fear death. Everyone dies
one day. I have understood that if I die a
little early because of my faith or ministry,
I know God will take care of my family and
everything else that concerns me.”
Kushal, India

WEEK 7: LOSS

“God takes, but He gives back
more. God is love, God is kind,
God is merciful.”
Marian, Egypt
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WEEK 8: HEALING

“This joy couldn’t be provided
by anyone except God.”
Akmal, Central Asia
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Image:
Moses from Myanmar praying
outside his house. He’s been
under intense pressure to give
up his faith in Jesus from his
local community.
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“In Laos there are two seasons: sunny and
rainy. Robust trees thrive in both seasons.
Our church is the same as a robust tree.
It thrives in the sun and it thrives in the
rain, and more importantly, it gives shade
to others – whether it be from the heat or
from the downpour.”
Pastor Dok - Laos

Thank you for joining us for our Isolated Church series. Our prayer is that
Jesus has met you, changed you and given you hope for today and the
future. As restrictions are slowly being lifted in parts of the UK, we are
bringing our Isolated Church series to an end. The quote from Pastor Dok
highlights to us that seasons and trials will come and go, but a church
built on God’s love, Jesus’ promises and acts of the Spirit will not just
survive, but thrive. You are part of that church; God can use you today.
James 1: 2-4 says:
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”
The stories from our persecuted family show us how to persevere, and
their example of finding joy whilst holding onto God means they can
show us the way when life is both tough and good. Here are some of the
lessons we’ve learnt over the weeks.
WEEK 1: When we face uncertainty, like Brother Andrew and Zafar from
Central Asia, we need to trust God and say a wholehearted ‘yes’ to Jesus’
call on our lives.

• Can you turn your anxieties into prayers?
WEEK 7: God is big enough to deal with how we feel when we experience
loss. Whether we are angry, sad or feeling low God wants us to talk to
him. Often loss leaves a gap behind and we can fill it with something
positive, something of God.
• Have you been able to take your emotions to God and allow him to
fill you?
WEEK 8: Akmal’s story of healing highlights that not only can God heal,
but also that when we draw near to Him, He calls us to work with Him
and heal our broken world.
• Have you experienced God’s healing in any area of your life?
• Have you figured out how you can bring God’s healing and restoration
to others?
“Our prayers can go where we cannot... there are no borders, no prison
walls, no doors that are closed to us when we pray.”
Brother Andrew – Founder of Open Doors

• Have you said yes?
WEEK 2: During isolation Wang Ming Dao from China used his time to
lean into God and share God’s love for other inmates by preaching down
a toilet.
• Where is God wanting to use you?
WEEK 3: In Iran, where it is dangerous to be a Christian, the church is
becoming known as a group of people who give generously despite lack.
• How can you be generous with what you have?
WEEK 4: In an Ethiopian prison, three Christian girls conquered their fear
by praying, fasting, reading the Bible and singing together. They knew
that true love drives out fear, shared the Gospel and gave out Bibles.
• Has fear been holding you back?
WEEK 5: Rebecca from Indonesia waited to hear from God who
helped transform her prison into a safe place for her church to meet. We
learned that God still has plans for us, even during this pandemic, if we
wait on Him.
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WEEK 6: Kushal (India) and Halida (Central Asia) found a peace which
passes all understanding despite the opposition and anxiety they were
experiencing. This peace started with them coming to Jesus in prayer and
getting others to pray for them too.
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Through this series of reflections we’ve heard stories from many
different countries. We’ve encouraged you to pray for them, and whilst
we’re restricted in our physical movement, our prayers have travelled the
world. Be encouraged that God is still moving, His promises in the Bible
are not affected by COVID-19 and that prayer works!
Lastly, remember, the themes we’ve explored over the last few weeks
have been emotions and experiences we’ve been bombarded with
because of the coronavirus lockdown. For us, the uncertainty and fear will
subside and life will return to some normality. But, these are emotions
and experiences that many in the persecuted church face on a daily basis.
We need to keep supporting them, praying for them and standing with
them. Here’s some things you can do now:
Plank challenge...
Give to the Covid-19 Crisis appeal...
Take on Blackout, our sponsored digital fast...

What have you thought of Isolated Church? Tell us!
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