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“IF ONE PART SUFFERS, EVERY PART SUFFERS WITH IT” 1 CORINTHIANS 12:26

Hey!
Welcome to the latest mini-edition of The Cost mag. Have a flick through to 
see how we can learn some incredible things from our church family who face 
persecution for their faith in Jesus.

Included alongside this short edition of our mag is our brand new 2020 Open 
Doors World Watch List. The list is a ranking of the 50 places where Christians 
face the worst persecution. The little guide folds out to be an A3 map and 
includes a bunch of stickers to help you pray for the countries on the list. As you 
fold out the map, check out some of the stories, facts and prayers to get inspired 
to pray with persecuted Christians.

The list highlights some important things - one of which is that persecution 
of Christians is growing, both in scale and in severity. Last year, one in every 
eight Christians globally faced faced high, very high or extreme levels of 
persecution. One in eight! In 2018 it was one in 10. Things are changing, and 
changing fast. Here’s some other facts from 2019.

• At least 9,488 churches and Christian buildings were attacked.
• More than 3,711 Christians were detained without trial, arrested, sentenced 

and imprisoned.
• At least 2,983 Christians were killed for their faith in Jesus Christ.

These are not good stats. And that’s why we’re glad you’re with us. In 2020, our 
persecuted family are going to need all the prayer and support they can get. That 
includes your prayers, your fundraising and your passion in telling others and 
spreading the word. Thanks for being with us in this, you’re a legend! 

Grace and peace   
Naomi, Jamie and Dan, the Open Doors Youth team

PS. If you want to choose different mailing options, get in touch at inspire@opendoorsuk.org or 01993 460015
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1. GOD MAKES US BRAVE
 
 
Gideon* is from Eritrea. Many Christians in ‘unofficial’ 
churches are spied on and face harassment from police. 
That’s why Gideon was arrested and put in prison. Despite 
brutal beatings and pressure to sign forms saying he 
wouldn’t read the Bible, he didn’t give up.  
 
In fact, he didn’t just keep going, he got braver. A Bible was 
secretly smuggled into the prison and Gideon started copying 
passages and giving them to other inmates. Eventually the 
guards found out. They searched Gideon’s cell and found 
scraps of handwritten verses. He was in serious trouble. The 
guards interrogated him shouting, “Why don’t you renounce 
your faith and have a peaceful life?” Gideon simply replied: “To 
me, the Word of God is life!”
 
With God’s strength, with His Word in our hearts, we can 
be brave!

Image: © David Stanley

FIVE THINGS  
WE CAN LEARN 
FROM OUR  
PERSECUTED  
FAMILY



*Names changed for security reasons

2. GOD CAN DO MORE 
THAN WE THINK

Buen* is from Laos, in South East 
Asia. He became a Christian after 
his sick wife was healed in a church 
service. Inspired by how God moved, 
Buen has since been praying for 
others. When one sick man asked 
him for help, Buen replied, “Jesus 
can help you, but I can’t.” As Buen 
prayed, the man had a vision of 
Jesus pouring water over him. The 
more water that was poured, the 
better he felt. Wow!

Buen’s faith has made him a target. 
He’s been in prison. His neighbours 
have attacked his home. But this 
hasn’t stopped him. He says, “I am 
so happy that Jesus is using me... I am 
prepared to lay down my life for Jesus.”

Could we be like Buen and realise 
that God can do the impossible?

3. WE CAN FORGIVE  
AND MOVE ON
 
Jeovani is a teenager from the 
Central African Republic. When 
he was younger he was in church 
when a grenade landed by his feet 
and exploded. Jeovani lost both his 
legs in the attack. The church was 
targeted by an extremist Muslim 
group. Many were injured and 
dozens were killed. 

But Jeovani doesn’t want to dwell in 
hate or what could’ve been. Of the 
man who threw the grenade, he says, 
“I will greet him and say, ‘God forgives 
you, and He wants me to forgive you 
too. You do not know what you have 
done to me, but I forgive you”.

Amazing, he’s choosing to be like 
Jesus and forgive. Can we follow 
his example?

4. NO MATTER WHAT WE 
FACE, GOD IS WITH US

Tara* is 15 and from northern India. 
She comes from a well-off Hindu 
family. All was good until she chose 
to become a Christian. Her parents 
said, “You are a shame to the family… 
Our community detests you because 
you go to church”.  
 
Tara’s family wouldn’t speak to her, 
share food with her or even touch 
her. Her parents stopped paying her 
school fees, so Tara had to fend for 
herself, getting a job to pay for her 
education. But that didn’t stop her 
from believing. She says: “I know 
that Jesus is the true God, I can never 
substitute Him for anything, nothing 
can compare to the peace I have 
received in Him.”

Like Tara, no matter what we face, 
we can know God’s love and peace.

5. THANKFULNESS 
MATTERS

“You’re persecuted – rejoice! God will 
take care of everything. It will make us 
stronger. It’s a test for us. We should 
not run away from it. We should be... 
thankful for everything that God does 
in our lives.”

Ilmur is a pastor and evangelist 
from Central Asia. He grew up as 
a Muslim, so when he became 
a Christian his family disowned 
him and he was threatened by his 
community. His work makes him 
a target, but yet he’s thankful. He 
sees trials as a way to grow, not as 
something to avoid.
 
Incredible. Next time you face 
hard times or disappointments, try 
thanking God.



THE WORLD WATCH LIST WE’VE INCLUDED WITH THIS 
LITTLE MAG HAS SOME PRETTY DARK FACTS. IT SHOWS 
JUST HOW MUCH HELP THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 
NEEDS. SO, WHAT’S THE ONE THING WE WANT YOU TO DO 
AS A RESPONSE? WELL, SIMPLE. PRAY.
 
You might be thinking, ‘Why prayer? Why is that the most important 
thing?’ It’s a good question. And we have a good answer. Time and 
time again, when we ask our persecuted family what they need, the 
first thing they say is prayer. They ask us to pray with them, to stand 
alongside them as they face trials and suffering. But there’s another 
reason. Simply put, your prayers work. When Pastor Ilmurad from 
Turkmenistan was in prison, he says the prayers of people around 
the world completely changed his imprisonment. He says: “Your 
prayers were as a wall of fire around me; even when it was very cold, 
the Lord Jesus warmed me and when it was very hot, Jesus provided 
me with shadow.”

Brother Andrew, the founder of Open Doors, says, “Our prayers can 
go where we cannot. While many things may seem impossible from a 
human standpoint, in the realm of prayer there are no impossibilities.” 
We might not be able to cross borders and prison walls, but our 
prayers can.

So pray. Please. With the World Watch List, we’re asking you to pray 
some big prayers. These aren’t simple quick prayers. Nope, these 
are big, world-changing prayers. So, say them more than once. 
Commit to them. Put the map up on your wall, write on the stickers 
and pray regularly - every day if you can. And be warned. True 
prayer isn’t about changing God’s heart, but aligning ourselves to His 
heart... that means real committed prayer will change you. Up for the 
journey? We’d love you to join us! Use your map and check out our 
daily posts on Instagram (@opendoorsyouthuk) for regular prayer 
stories, facts and news to inspire your prayer life!

ONE THING
YOU CAN DO 
NOW


