
GRAM IT UP! 

Take a pic of you and  

the mag and tag us  

(@opendoorsyouthuk) 

 in it as you upload  

to IG.

Hey!
We hope you’re doing OK? Inside this little envelope you’ll find the new Open 
Doors World Watch List Map which highlights the places where faith in Jesus 
costs the most. Grab a snack and take 10 minutes to read through and pray for 
the countries and people mentioned in the stories. We’ve also included some 
other articles and points to act on over the next few pages, so dig in!

Before we go, we want to introduce ourselves so you know who is writing to you!

Naomi bought a coffee machine on the first day of lockdown. Her 
job is focused on connecting with youth across the UK and Ireland 
and making sure they hear about the brave faith of those choosing 
to follow Jesus even though it costs them.  

Jamie upped his cool points this year by getting a one-wheel 
skateboard. He helps to write resources as well as connecting with 
youth groups around the UK.  

Dan, as well as being a true vinyl nerd (not the flooring tiles, but 
the stuff that plays music on a turntable), tries to keep everything 
in the youth team going. He sorts the social media posts, writes 
stuff, looks after the website and designs all the bits we send you 
(like this!) 

You can get in touch with us for a chat, about visiting your youth group or getting 
resources by emailing us at youth@opendoorsuk.org 

Grace and peace   
Naomi, Jamie and Dan, the Open Doors Youth team

PS. If you want to choose different mailing options contact our Inspire team at  
inspire@opendoorsuk.org or 01993 460015
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MINI  EDITION  # 17

“IF ONE PART SUFFERS, EVERY PART SUFFERS WITH IT” 1 CORINTHIANS 12:26



For twenty years, North Korea has featured at the top of the World 
Watch List. That’s not something to celebrate. It means that North Korea 
is the country where Christians live with the most intense pressure. 
Christianity is effectively banned, with anyone believed to be a follower 
of Jesus facing arrest and imprisonment.

In fact, up to 70,000 Christians are 
currently serving time in North 
Korea’s horrific labour/prison 
camps. These are not good places. 
Brother Simon*, who supports 
North Korean Christians, explains:

“If you’re arrested as a believer –  
in most cases, your life is over. You 
will be sent to a detention centre 
and interrogated and tortured for a 
few months. If you survive that and 
aren’t executed, they will usually 
take you to a labour camp for 
political prisoners. Nobody is ever 
released from these camps.”
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But that’s not all. Every member of 
your family would be found guilty 
‘by association’, and face the same 
punishment, even if they weren’t 
Christians.

This intense pressure means 
that Christians keep their faith an 
absolute secret. Parents will often 
not even tell their children about 
their secret faith for fear they 
might let something slip: teachers 
are known to ask questions about 
family behaviour during school 
lessons and neighbours will report 
strange activity to the police. 

It sounds pretty dark right? Well, 
it is, that’s why some try to flee 
across the border to China, but 
it’s a tough journey, and there’s 
no guarantee of safety on arrival 
as those who flee will be there 
illegally. North Korean secret 
police are looking for those who 
have escaped, and even Chinese 
Christians who are providing 
shelter and safety for those 
fleeing have been killed. 

Some Christians make the journey 
to China hoping to receive food, 
biblical teaching and fellowship 
in a safe house. Amazingly, many 
believers choose to return home 
to North Korea to share food and 
Jesus’ message of hope. They 
choose to return and share Jesus 
over their potential freedom! 
Peter* who also works with North 
Korean Christians says:

“Even as they go through pain, 
North Korean Christians still 
look and pray to God. We need to 
remember our brothers and sisters 
there. We must continue this work 
until North Korea is restored and 
overflows with worship and praise!” 

Why is it so hard to be a  
Christian

We know this is harsh stuff, 
but that’s why we need to be 
like North Korean Christians 
and still look to God and pray. 
We need to pray for light to 
come into the darkness, for 
Jesus’ love and forgiveness 
to spread across North Korea 
and for many to come to know 
God. And we can be inspired 
by their example, committing 
to follow Jesus, no matter 
the cost.



Along with this little mag, you’ll also find the brand new Open Doors 
Youth 2021 World Watch List Map - a quality resource to help you 

pray for places around the world where choosing to follow Jesus 
can cost everything. 

We believe that prayer changes things! We believe that YOUR 
prayers make a difference, helping Christians to know they are 

not forgotten. We know that connecting with our Christian 
family around the world helps to grow and inspire our 
own faith. So we would love to encourage you to commit 
to praying through the World Watch List countries with us.

  

“When my arms can’t reach people who are close 
to my heart, I always hug them with my prayers”  
Open Doors partner

We would LOVE you to join us every Wednesday at 5pm on Instagram 
(@opendoorsyouthuk) as we interview different guests and pray for 
a different country from the World Watch List each week.   

AND FOR YOUTH LEADERS... 
If you are a youth leader, we’ve created a session plan for you to use 
with your youth group. The adaptable session explains what persecution 
is, where it is happening to Christians and will help your group begin to 
connect with and pray for their church family around the world. You can 
download the session for free (and order more World Watch List Maps) at: 
opendoorsyouth.org/order

Pray with us

WORLD WATCH LIST 2021: FOUR FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW



Back in October, you may have noticed we launched 
Blackout, our challenge to give up something you love 
for a short time to raise money for those who have lost 
everything because of their faith in Jesus.

We had an amazing initial response, raising nearly £7,000! Thank you to 
everyone who got involved - we’re so chuffed with the response! But Blackout 
isn’t over. We’ve no longer dated Blackout, so you can take part in the 
challenge whenever you like - and what better time to give something up to 
connect with and raise money for your persecuted family than Lent?

So, choose to lose what you love this Lent. Around the world, Christians lose 
family, security, freedom and even their lives because they love Jesus. So, why 
not challenge yourself to give up something that you’ll really miss to raise 
money and prayer for the persecuted church? You can give up something for 
any amount of time, so go for a day, a weekend or, if you’re proper hardcore, 
even the full six weeks of Lent.

Why do Blackout?
“I did a sponsored silence, and my original target was £200 but I ended up raising 
£532!! It was amazing and taught me how faithful God is and definitely gave me 
space to hear from Him! And I LOVE to talk (I never shut up) so it taught me that I 
can do all things through Him who strengthens me, even not talk for 36 hours!” 
Taken from our recent Blackout survey 

Head to opendoorsyouth.org/blackout to order a free pack with planning 
poster, fake tattoos, stories and prayers to help you connect with God and your 
persecuted family, and ideas to help you raise money too. There’s also a bunch 
of stuff you can download and post to your social media accounts!

Any questions or want to tell us what you’re planning on giving up? 
Email us at youth@opendoorsuk.org - we’d love to hear from you.

blackout

CHOOSE TO LOSE SOMETHING YOU LOVE 
IN THE RUN UP TO EASTER

MY BLACKOUT PLAN

To:
CC:
Subject:

I WILL ASK THESE PEOPLE TO SPONSOR ME...

I AM CHOOSING TO LOSE

TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO HAVE LOST EVERYTHING FOR THEIR LOVE OF JESUS

WHAT ARE YOU LOSING?

I WILL BE DOING THIS ONADD DATE(S)

I’M AIMING 
TO RAISE...

THAT MONEY COULD HELP…
provide a widow with a loan to buy seeds for crops and other farming equipment so that she can become self-su�cient.

provide access to a safe house for a believer fleeing extreme persecution.

provide a kit of clothes and blankets to help two persecuted families survive the upcoming winter.

Fill in this poster, following the purple arrows, to help you choose to lose something you love!

RAISING MONEY 
WILL HELP 
PEOPLE LIKE...
TICK WHEN YOU’VE READ THEIR STORIES 

IN THE LITTLE GUIDE WE’VE SENT YOU...

POH, WHO LOST 
HIS FAMILY

AMIRA, WHO 
LOST HER 
HOME

ASMAA, WHO 
LOST HER 
THINGS

PAUL, WHO LOST 
HIS FREEDOM


