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“IF ONE PART SUFFERS, EVERY PART SUFFERS WITH IT” 1 CORINTHIANS 12:26
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How are things? We hope you’re doing well. We’re just getting in touch with this little
mag and our brand new Open Doors World Watch List 2022 - and this year, it’s a
pretty special list as we’ve made it GLOW-IN-THE-DARK!
Why? Well, around the world more than 360 million Christians live in places where they
will face threats, exclusion, injustice, discrimination, arrest, violence or worse because
of their faith in Jesus. That seems pretty dark, and as you read the stories over the
following pages you’ll be forgiven for feeling a bit hopeless.
But we know there’s more to it than that. Stories of those who face persecution
because of their love of Jesus can change us - they can inspire us to greater faith. Their
example, a small light in the darkness, can push us to live out God’s love with greater
passion and visibility. They can push us to pray and be beacons and senders of light
into the darkest places. As they illuminate the darkness of places like Afghanistan and
North Korea simply by continuing to choose Jesus, we can stand with them in prayer,
asking for light, hope, love and change.
Don’t believe us? Check out this quote from Pastor Ilmurad who was imprisoned for his
love of Jesus in Turkmenistan: “Your prayers were as a wall of fire around me; even when
it was very cold, the Lord Jesus warmed me and when it was very hot, Jesus provided me
with shadow.”
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Amazing! So check out the map, the stories on the following pages, the different ways to
get involved and please do pray. Put up the glow-in-the-dark map, wear your glow-in-thedark tat and pray for God’s light to overcome the darkness!
Grace and peace
Naomi, Jamie and Dan, the Open Doors Youth team
PS. If you want to choose different mailing options contact our Inspire team at inspire@opendoorsuk.org or 01993 460015

“If you love us,
pray for us”
AFGHANISTAN #1 ON THE WORLD WATCH LIST 2022

Each year Open Doors compiles and releases
the World Watch List, a ranking of countries
where Christians face the most severe
persecution. For nearly two decades North Korea
has been at the top of the list but, due to recent
events, Afghanistan has taken the top position.

things have become. Saad says: “The list has been
circulated with our names on it,” meaning a list of
Christians who have been targeted by the Taliban.
Since the takeover, the Taliban have been going
door to door. “Some [of us] have been killed. Some
have been kidnapped, some have disappeared.”

This doesn’t mean life for Christians in North
Korea has got better, it’s just that in Afghanistan
things have got worse. Since the extremist militia,
the Taliban, took control in autumn 2021, the
underground church has feared the worst.

But they are determined to bravely keep following
Jesus. Fatimah says: “There may be new soldiers
in the capital city, but this is not new… The pain of
living for Jesus and risking everything to follow
Him, there’s nothing new about that. Not for me,
and not for my grandparents who also lived for
Him... That’s been the reality for Afghan believers
for more than 40 years.”

Before the Taliban took charge, those found to have
chosen to leave Islam for Christianity could already
face death. But since the takeover, the Taliban are
actively seeking out Christians. Many have fled.
Saad and Fatimah* are secret Christians in
Afghanistan. They know just how dangerous
*Names changed for security reasons

It might seem like there is no hope, but Saad and
Fatimah are refusing to give up. On the night the
Taliban took control, Fatimah gave birth to their first
child, a baby girl. Despite the situation in the country,

Saad is choosing to believe in God’s goodness:
“There is hope for our daughter… It will not be easy,
but we do this because we believe Jesus is alive.”
Saad says “If you love us, pray for us”. Fatimah
explains why prayer is so important: “When you
pray, you meet us in the room of God’s throne.” Our
prayers go beyond the walls of our homes and
churches. They cross boundaries and borders to
bring hope, peace and love to our secret church
family. Our prayers really do matter.
Take some time now to pray for Afghanistan.
Use your World Watch List Map to find the
country and pray secret believers like Saad,
Fatimah and their daughter will be protected.
Pray for Open Doors partners supporting
Afghan refugees. And pray that God would
turn the hearts of the Taliban from hate to
love. Pray for light in the darkness!

As well as raising prayer for secret believers in Afghanistan, Open Doors provides practical support to Afghan Christians forced to flee to neighbouring countries.

“From the perspective of other people, our life of suffering must
seem like a cursed life; however, this suffering is a blessing from our
Father who allowed it in our life because it is a shortcut to the Father.
He knows our suffering and listens to our prayers. We thank our
Father who has done such great things to prepare life for us.
“We, who receive His amazing grace, keenly realise and understand
His words: “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the Father.” That means any life that follows His
words is blessed.

NOT BY
BREAD
ALONE
NORTH KOREA #2 ON THE
WORLD WATCH LIST 2022

Scan here to watch
a sort film about Bae

“The thing I give thanks for the most is that Father God uses me
to work as his servant. I desire to dedicate my life, until death,
to glorify Him.”
This is an extract from an incredible letter by Bae*, a secret North Korean
Christian and underground church leader. When it was discovered that she
and her husband owned a Bible, they were sent to a remote village and forced
to work in the fields, tending and harvesting crops for the government.
Believe it or not, Bae is one of the ‘lucky’ ones - lucky because she wasn’t
killed. That’s what happens to most North Korean believers if their Christian
faith is discovered. Open Doors estimates there are around 400,000
Christians in North Korea, but they all have to completely hide their faith.
Bae knows this well - when she hosts secret church meetings, curtains are
drawn, a single candle is lit and the few who are part of the church huddle
together in a circle around an old Bible. Despite hunger and fear, they know
God’s Word will feed them and bring them life.
Through secret networks in China, Open Doors are supporting up to 60,000
North Korean belivers like Bae with vital food and aid, as well as providing
Bibles, shelter and training at special safe houses in China. Scan the QR code
to find out more and watch a video of Bae’s story of brave faith.
*Name changed for security reasons

in 2022
THREE THINGS TO DO

PRAY FOR THE 1IN7
One in seven Christians around the world face
persecution and discrimination for their love of
Jesus. Each week, alongside a bunch of friends,
we’ll be taking to Instagram to pray one prayer
for one minute for the one in seven. Set an alarm
for 7pm on Monday nights and check our Stories
to help inspire and guide your prayers. Share your
own short prayers using #oneinsevenprayer.
Follow us @opendooryouthuk on IG!

desktop www.opendoorsyouth.org Email youth@opendoorsuk.org

LOOKIN
G
TO THE FORWARD
SUMME
We’re g
R?
oing

to be a
few fes
ta
tiva
includin ls and events
g DTI, S
atellite
New W
s,
ine and
Limitle
We hop
ss.
e to see
you at
one of
them!

START A JOURNEY
OF BRAVE FAITH

CHOOSE TO LOSE
SPONSORED CHALLENGE

Continue to be inspired to a braver faith in
Jesus by getting our free Brave Faith journal.
Over six weeks you’ll hear incredible stories of
courageous faith, get into the Bible, grow your
prayer life and step out by taking brave actions.
Plus there’s extra video and audio content to
encourage you on your journey too. Sign up at
opendoorsyouth.org/bravefaith

In choosing Jesus, some lose family, home,
security, or freedom. Could you choose to lose
something you love to help raise money and
prayer for young persecuted Christians? Choose
what to give up, when and for how long (it could
be a perfect Lent challenge). Sign up to get a free
fundraising pack below!
opendoorsyouth.org/choosetolose
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