Pray with the passion
of the persecuted church

Not just
HEAD BOWED,
HANDS tOGETHER,
eyes closed.
They pray.
Not just head bowed, hands together, eyes closed.
They really pray. Their prayers walk, move, wrestle and run.
Praying in plain sight, bold and bright, their cries break through the
noise, the mess, the madness. Prayers that hurt. Prayers made from
the fabric of pain, spun from trauma, woven by disappointment.
Prayers painted by loss and forged with fear.
But these are prayers borne from thanksgiving. Prayers bathed in
hope, cut from change, shaped by expectation. They pray. Light
in the darkness. Hope in the storm. A faith that looks directly,
unblinking into the face of hatred... but still loves.
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Cover image: Pastor Lalith from Sri Lanka. Local
Buddhist monks have threatened to burn down
his church whilst he is inside.
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show us that prayer is much more than asking.
Instead it’s about aligning – letting God mould us,
shape us and grow us. Not just head bowed, hands
together, eyes closed. Prayer is so much more. It’s a
conversation, a struggle, a journey, a lifeline.

PRAY WITH THEM
THEY PRAY

When the world hates you, rejects you and
spits on you – when you face violence and pain,
threats and intimidation, arrest and torture
simply for loving Jesus – then there’s only one
thing to do: pray.
Prayer is the fuel, the life, the oxygen of
persecuted Christians around the world. They
pray, and they pray and they pray, trusting God no
matter what the outcome. His Kingdom come, His
will be done.
Theirs aren’t always long and eloquent prayers.
They are often uttered and muttered in the
darkness, in defiance of hatred and scorn. In
prison cells, behind closed doors, as another
punch or kick leaves its painful mark… These
simple whispers convey more weight, noise and
heart than the loudest of screams.
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They pray. And they ask us to pray with them.
You see, they get that prayer connects them to
the Almighty God. The unchangeable one who
can transform the world in an instant. The loving
Father who welcomes even the most broken and
damaged with arms wide open. They want to
show us that our prayers can be so much more.
That our prayers can reach into the darkness and
force a light to pierce the blackness. They can

We want prayer to be our oxygen, and we know
that those who risk everything because they love
Jesus can teach us to widen our perspectives on
prayer. So, over the next few pages, you’ll find
stories from around the world that explore how
persecuted Christians pray. These are real stories
of people prepared to go to incredible lengths
to simply connect with God. These are stories
that can inspire and challenge our own prayer
life, calling us to new passion, discipline and
determination. Read the stories, make them your
own and see what incredible things can happen
when you pray with them.

THE WORLD
WATCH WHAT?
The stories and prayers that you’ll read over
the next few pages come from people in
countries on the Open Doors World Watch
List, a ranking of the 50 countries where
Christians find it toughest to live out their
faith. In all these countries, Christians face
restrictions, fear, intimidation, threats and
violence simply because they love Jesus.
Check our World Watch Map (which should
be inc;uded with this guide) to see the full
list of these countries and where they are
across the world – some might surprise you.
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IT’S ON YOU!

Eun Hee died trying to live out her prayers. We
might not face the same violence and aggression as
her for simply trying to show others God’s love, but
there is a cost to following her example. Living out
the prayers we pray can be dangerous – it might
feel embarrassing or even impossible. But like Eun
Hee, we do what we can, and God will do the rest.
Pray with them: Take one prayer that’s in your head
and on your heart. Don’t make it about you. It might
be for a mate, family member or situation someone
is facing. Pray into it. Ask God to use you to show
His love and hope. Now think about ways you
can practically help to answer those prayers. Pray
through your thoughts. See if any stick. If one does,
go and do it. Ask for courage and boldness to be like
Eun Hee, and commit to act on what you pray.

WANT MORE? TRY THIS

You’ve heard the phrase: ‘Be the change
you want to see in the world’. Right? Well,
sometimes prayer works in the same way.
Sometimes God asks us to be the answer to
the prayers we pray. Concerned about poverty
and injustice? Want to see your mates come
to know Jesus? Be open to act on what you’re
praying, and God may use you powerfully.
Eun Hee got that. She became a Christian just
after she escaped from North Korea. Even though
her new faith could have got her killed, she still
went back. She set up a secret church in her
house. There were many poor families, and poor
6 / North Korea: Live out your prayers

Christians, where she lived, but she knew that
simply praying for them wasn’t always enough
to get them through. So, she made regular,
dangerous trips back to China to collect food,
clothes and medicines that she could smuggle
back to her village and give away. She did this
regularly, also receiving training to help her lead
her small, growing church. As the authorities
became more suspicious, Eun Hee insisted on
sticking to the same plan, providing for - and
showing God’s love to - those around her.
Eventually she was arrested. The police found
a Bible in her house. She was thrown in prison.
Sadly, that’s where she died.

NORTH KOREA STATS
1
2
3
Up to 70,000 Christians are
in prison camps

Owning a Bible will get you arrested
Christians that are discovered face
arrest, kidnap, torture or execution

4

In 2016, there were up to 300,000
Christians inside North Korea.

North Koreans often meet in pairs or in small
groups in remote locations. They whisper a Bible
verse, song or share a prayer. Then they move on.
Do the same – arrange to meet a friend a good
walk away from your house. Spend five minutes
praying together in whispers, then head back
home separately. Try not to be seen!

PRAY THIS

Father, thank you for the thousands of
secret Christians in North Korea. Give them
strength, courage and boldness to be like
Eun Hee and shine your love to the people
around them. Holy Spirit, be with me. Help
me be changed as I pray. Help me live out,
and act on, the prayers I utter. Use me to
show your amazing love. Amen.
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CHINA STATS
1

Church meetings can be disrupted
or stopped and many leaders report
being intimidated.

3
4

Jesus once challenged his disciples, telling
them it’s hard for the rich to enter God’s
kingdom. His disciples were shocked. To them,
the rich were blessed, successful, and loved-byGod. They asked, ‘If not them, then who?’ Jesus
replied, ‘With God, all things are possible’.
This is something persecuted Christians
understand better than we do. Take the example
of Mama Kwama, a Chinese Christian who met
with Brother Andrew (the founder of Open
Doors) in the late 70s. At the time, China was
just emerging from decades of Communism
where churches, and Christians, were seriously
under attack. But Mama Kwama knew the tide
was turning. She asked Brother Andrew and his
team to send her 35,000 New Testaments to help
spread the good news about Jesus. She was told
it was impossible. She replied, “You pray and we
8 / China: Pray the impossible

Converts from Tibetan or Muslim
backgrounds face threats and
extreme violence because of their
choice to follow Jesus.
New laws have been issued
criminalising Christians if they don’t
pledge loyalty to the state.
But… the church is still growing.
Some estimates say that by 2030,
China will have the world’s largest
Christian population!

PRAY THIS

will pray. God will make it happen.” It did happen.
Of the 35,000 New Testaments smuggled over the
border in 60 suitcases by 30 volunteers, not one
went missing.

Father God. You are the Creator and you
are the Almighty. Nothing is impossible
for you. Be with Christians in China as they
face a seemingly immoveable government.

Mama Kwama came back to Brother Andrew with
a new request. One million Bibles. ‘Impossible’
came the reply. And what do you think Mama
Kwama said? That’s right: “You pray and we
will pray. God will make it happen.” During
one night in 1981, one million Bibles were
secretly delivered by boat to a beach in China.
Those Bibles have been responsible for helping
hundreds of thousands of Chinese Christians
come to know Jesus and grow in their faith – one
pastor has said that those Bibles ‘helped to lay
a solid foundation for a large and strong church
today in China’. All because one lady prayed the
impossible. Incredible.

I pray for massive change - for those in
power and authority to see the truth
and hope of Jesus and for persecution to
come to an end. No more crosses taken
down from churches. No more beatings of
Christian converts. No more intimidation
of pastors.

Image used for illustrative purposes

Mama Kwama with Brother Andrew in the 1970s
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“YOU PRAY AND WEILL
WILL PRAY. GOD W
MAKE IT HAPPEN.”

Help me have vision to see what you see
and pray big prayers. Help me be like
Mama Kwama, and persevere with tough
prayers. Widen my perspective to help me
expect the impossible. Amen.

IT’S ON YOU!

Christians in China, like Mama Kwama, get that
prayer is the key to unlocking the impossible.
They invented something called ‘prayer bombing’
where a few will gather at an important location
to quickly pray for change. Often these locations
will be full of officials and lawmakers, or be
symbolic of power and authority. They are asking
that God would do the impossible. These are
big prayers, prayers against national and global
injustice, persecution and poverty. They are
stubborn prayers for revival and hope.
Pray with them: We can do the same. Get inspired
to make your prayers big and call for God’s Spirit to
pour out where you live. Meet with some friends
to pray over your school, town or other places in
your community. Ask God to transform your area.
Just pray quickly, stopping for a few minutes at
each location before walking on!
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AFGHANISTAN STATS
1
Believers must keep their faith a
secret. Most will have converted
from Islam and so they risk being
known as traitors who will face
threats and violence.

2
3

Saif is from Afghanistan. Like nearly everyone
from the country, he’s from a Muslim
background. He became a Christian secretly
after listening to a Christian radio station
being broadcast from outside Afghanistan. He
managed to get hold of a New Testament, and at
that point things started getting pretty crazy.
One of Saif’s daughters was disabled, but as soon
as he bought the New Testament into his house,
she began to move. As he read it aloud, she
started to walk. Amazing, but what now? If people
found out he was no longer a Muslim he’d be in
serious trouble. Plus if he stopped going to the
mosque, people would become suspicious of him.
Saif hadn’t been a Christian very long, and with
no formal church and very few believers inside
Afghanistan, he turned to the only place he knew
for help – the radio station. He phoned a helpline
10 / Afghanistan: Pray where you are

and prayed with a counsellor. He was encouraged.
He decided to keep going to the mosque, but
from now on he would pray to Jesus. He could
hide his prayers in plain sight.
We need to learn to do the same. There are no
places on earth where we can’t pray to Jesus. And
prayer isn’t just for special times or special places.
Quiet times and church meetings are all good, but
if they limit how and when we pray, we need to
think again. When Jesus died, the curtain in the
temple split in two – God was showing that He’s
not just limited to ‘holy places’. He’s everywhere,
all the time.
Saif is learning that. Praying in plain sight, using
what he has, wherever he is, to depend on God
for his very life. He’s been kidnapped. He was shot,
but he knows his prayers are still heard, no matter
where he is.
Image credits: IMB.ORG. Images used for illustrative purposes

There are no public churches. Praying,
singing or keeping Christian materials
can be very dangerous.
One Afghani MP said that all converts
to Christianity should be executed.

IT’S ON YOU!

Saif hides his prayers in plain sight whilst
attending a mosque. There are many more like
him around the world who risk it all to secretly
pray to Jesus. In North Africa, secret believers
meet regularly in coffee shops and restaurants,
praying with their eyes open over a meal or a
drink. They take it in turns to speak, with the
noise of the restaurant helping to protect their
secret meeting.
Pray with them: Pray in plain sight. Head out to
a coffee shop with a mate. Sit down and hold a
prayer meeting, taking it in turns to speak and
pray for the stuff that is on your heart, and for
secret Christians around the world. Don’t worry
about being found out, if someone asks what
you’re doing, tell them – in the UK and Ireland
we’re blessed to be able to express our faith
publicly without fear of punishment!

PRAY THIS

Father, thank you for secret Christians all
over the world. Be with those like Saif who
have to hide their love of you for fear that
they and their families could be hurt or
killed. Give them strength and courage.
Equip them with all they need. Holy spirit,
fill me throughout the day. Help me find
you in the normality of life, let me be open
to your voice and your call no matter where
I am. Amen.
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IT’S ON YOU!

We can be inspired by Pastor B to persevere in
prayer, and expect the unexpected.
Pray with them: Write down the names of three
people you’d love to see come to know Jesus.
Commit to praying for each of those people
every day. See what happens. Don’t give up on
praying for them if nothing happens, remember,
this is about perseverance. And if one does
become a Christian, take them off the list and
add someone new.

WANT MORE? TRY THIS
Waiting can be pretty tedious. In fact, it’s so
tedious that we do all we can in our culture
to avoid it. Automation, technology and the
internet have led us to expect that things can –
and will be – done quickly, if not instantly, and
we get frustrated when we’re put on hold, or
can’t get the information we want right away.
We’ve taken the same attitude into our prayer
lives. We pray and expect things to happen
instantly. And sometimes they do. But it’s also true
that God answers the prayers we pray over and
over and over again (see Luke 18:1-8). When we’ve
prayed the same prayer 10, 20, 50, 200 times,
there’s something in the persistence, waiting,
growing and learning that God is getting at. And
sometimes, when the prayers are answered, they
are in ways we never expected.
Pastor B is from Syria. In 2011 he led a church of
25 people in the city of Tartus. He says he and his
congregation prayed and prayed that ‘God would
12 / Syria: Pray for the long term

do something great in our midst. But we didn’t
expect war and so many displaced’. Six years later
and the country is devastated. Millions have fled
Syria, whilst many more remain displaced inside
the country, unable to go home.
As the war rages on, his church has completely
changed. 200 people now regularly go to his
church, 90% are new. Whilst that is amazing, he’s
also responsible for helping 4,000 families from
across the different communities in Tartus each
month, providing food, medicines and essential
supplies. They put on programmes for children,
visit the sick and help people find work. They are
doing all they can to show Jesus’ love.
The prayer that God would do something great
has been answered despite war and terror.
Years of prayer and preparation answered
unexpectedly: “God gave us this vision to help like
the Good Samaritan. He gave us the blessing of
ministry in the midst of war.”

SYRIA STATS
1

The war in Syria began in 2011
as a popular uprising against the
government. It’s a confusing, deadly
situation with many rebel groups and
countries involved.

2
3
4

The anti-Christian Islamic State
has seized large parts of land, and
Christians have been attacked,
abducted and killed.
Since 2011 an estimated 700,000
Christians have fled the country.
That’s around half of all the Christians.
Christians are often seen as supportive
of the government, which means most
rebel groups see them as enemies.

“People are praying, going out in the streets. I see
people who were in despair and have hope again.
The people appreciate that we are knocking on
the doors asking what they need.”
Pastor B in Syria
Take inspiration from Pastor B and let your prayers
spill out into your daily life. As you chat with your
mates and stuff comes up about what they are
worried about, simply offer to pray for them. Don’t
pressure them, just make it natural, quick and
simple. See what happens!

PRAY THIS

Father God, I know you answer prayer. Help
me to be like Pastor B and see you moving
in unexpected ways. I pray with Christians
throughout Syria who have been praying
for years for an end to war. Be with them,
sustain them and help them shine your love
to their broken country. Help me persevere
in prayer. Protect my heart from getting
disheartened, and help me find you and
grow as I wait for your response. Amen.
Syria: Pray for the long term / 13

KENYA STATS
1

82% of Kenyans are Christians, but
the country is changing.

2
3
4

Not one of us will go through life without
being hurt by someone, and if we’re honest, we
won’t go through life without being the one
doing the hurting. We’re all broken and equally
in need of God’s love to help us mend. Whether
it’s by family, friends or people we’ve never
met, being hurt is something we’ll experience
sooner or later.
When he taught his disciples how to pray, part of
Jesus’ teaching was about forgiving those who
hurt us. Later, when he was being crucified he
lived out that message, praying for God to forgive
those who had nailed him to the cross. His advice
to us is the same today; forgive, as you have
been forgiven. In some cases that might seem
impossible. Some of the situations pushed our way
can leave deep, painful scars - sometimes literally...
14 / Kenya: Pray for those who hurt you

Denis Nicholas knows the pain and trauma other
people’s actions can cause. He’s a Christian from
Kenya. One Sunday as he sat in church listening to
his pastor preach, gunmen from an Islamic militant
group called al-Shabaab burst in, opening fire on
the congregation. The pastor was the first to be hit.
Denis stood up, looking to help the wounded, but
he was quickly forced to the ground. He’d been
shot in several places. He was in agony, bleeding
and unable to move. Denis knew he was dying, so
he did the one thing he could; pray.
Amazingly his prayer was simple: “Lord, I forgive
them, I forgive them. Please forgive them also…”
Denis lost consciousness, but miraculously
survived the attack. However, the scars will take a
lifetime to truly heal.

Islamic extremism has taken hold
in the north east where extremist
groups from Somalia are influential.
In areas where Islam is growing, many
churches now have additional
security during services.
In these places, church attendance is
declining due to fear of attacks and
because extremists are warning people
to stay away.

“LORD, I FORGIVE THEM,
I FORGIVE THEM. PLEASE
FORGIVE THEM ALSO.”

IT’S ON YOU!

The situations you face may be painful. There
may be deep hurts. As one Iraqi church leader
who had to flee the so-called Islamic State
with the rest of his village says, ‘Jesus asks us to
forgive, not to forget’.
Forgiveness doesn’t excuse the damage and hurt
that has been done, so why does Jesus insist on
it? It’s because he’s showing a better way: a way
without revenge or hatred, a way that no longer
damages those who do the hurting and the ones
who are hurt. Forgiveness breaks the cycle.
Pray with them: Forgive. We all know situations
that linger in our hearts. We all know people that
have mistreated us. And we all know times when
we’ve mistreated others. Ask God for strength to
face those situations, and work out what offering
or asking for forgiveness would mean or look like.
Don’t rush into it. Be sincere. Make sure you talk to
a close friend or church leader to help you work
through how you offer or seek forgiveness.

PRAY THIS

Father, thank you for the courage of
Christians like Denis, who manage to
forgive despite relentless hate, violence
and intimidation. I pray you would help
Christians in places like Kenya, Nigeria, Iraq
and Syria to break the cycle of revenge and
hate. Help them be so secure in your love
that they can forgive.
Help me forgive those who have hurt me,
and help me seek forgiveness for the times
when I hurt others. Give me courage and
strength. Amen.
Kenya: Pray for those who hurt you / 15

“Through praYER
we can reach int0

THE FUTURE AND

WI TH LO VI NG HA ND S

TOUCH THOSE BEYOND
OUR REACH.”

Brother Andrew, founder of Open Doors
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WHAT NOW?
KEEP PRAYING

North Korea

to a Christian
Comment made

THANK YOU!

Thank you for praying with your persecuted
family. Make the principles and stories in this
guide your own. Pray with new passion and
determination. And don’t give up. Keep praying,
pulling God’s kingdom into the here and now
with all of your might.
Pray with this: Check out the Open Doors World
Watch Map (which should be included in this
guide) that lists the 50 countries where it’s most
difficult to live as a Christian. Stick it up on your
bedroom wall or in your church and pray about
the countries on the list… in each place there
will be Christians risking their security and safety
simply because they are choosing to follow Jesus.
18 / Thank you!

teenage girl
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Share the stories of persecuted Christians
with your friends, family and church. Use
the stories in this guide or find a bunch
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his friend who was
arrested

2017

Image is illustrative
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Sudanese Pastor

#1

Image. A Christian leader returns to the the ruined town of Bartella in Iraq, just after it was liberated from the so-called Islamic State.
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Included with this guide should be a copy of the
Open Doors 2017 World Watch Map. The map lists the
50 places in the world where it’s toughest to live as a
Christian. Stick the poster on your wall and spend time
researching and praying for the countries on the list
and the members of your church family that live there.

NO MAP?

Email youth@opendoorsuk.org and request a new one!
The World Watch Map / 19
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Pray for peace in our country.
pray in faith and with hope that

things will get better.

I thank the Lord for those who
pray with us. That gives us hope

and helps us to keep going.”
Sarah, 21, from Aleppo in Syria

ABOUT OPEN DOORS

Open Doors works with Christians around the
world that are persecuted for their faith. We are
committed to smuggling hope by providing Bibles,
training, literacy and livelihood programmes, and
advocacy support for people who know the true
cost of following Jesus.
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