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PAKISTAN

SUDAN

“You are clever, you are gifted. But you are a
Christian, so you will become a sweeper.”

“They can burn our church buildings, but they
cannot burn the church from our hearts!”

Comment made to a Christian teenage girl

Sudanese Pastor

S TATS

STATS

Insulting Islam can mean a death
sentence and many are wrongly
accused of blasphemy.
Christians meet in church
buildings, but services are
monitored and sometimes
attacked.
On Easter Sunday 2016, a bomb
exploded in a park in Lahore. The
Taliban claimed responsibility,
explicitly stating they targeted
Christians. They killed 69 people.
Every year, up to 700 Christian
girls and women are kidnapped
and forced to convert to Islam.

P RAY T HI S
Lord God, even when things
aren’t fair, when systems are
broken and faith is shattered, I
still trust You.
Be known in Pakistan. Be
known by extremists and
militants. Be known through
Christians who keep on loving
even when the hatred seems
never-ending. Bless and equip
Your church there. Protect the
vulnerable and guard the faith
of those facing intimidation
and harassment. Grow the
church. Use it to bring many to
You. Do it Lord, I pray. Amen.

The government is supported
by radical Islamists, and as such
violence, murder and other
threats to Christians often go
unpunished.
In October 2015 two churches
were destroyed. One had
existed for over 30 years until
the government ordered it to be
taken down for ‘development
reasons’.
In 2013 a law was passed stating
that no new licenses for church
buildings would be granted.
Christianity is increasingly being
outlawed.

PR AY THIS
Lord God, You will build
your church, even when the
buildings it meets in are being
destroyed. Take away fear from
Christians in Sudan. Help them
live boldy, so that people see
their good deeds and glorify
You. As churches close, help
Christians find ways to meet,
pray and act. Pour out Your
Spirit so the underground
church grows. Bring justice
so that Christians won’t be
targeted. Bring peace and
security. Turn hard hearts to
You. All honour is Yours.
Amen.
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One Afghani MP has stated that
all converts to Christianity should
be executed.

Raise faith, bring miracles and
help them shine Your love so
others wouldn’t be able to
ignore You. Strengthen them.
Help them find ways to meet,
pray and worship without
fear. Keep them from danger,
because you can. Amen.

North Korea

There are no public churches.
Praying, singing or keeping
Christian materials is very
dangerous.

Father, even though there are
only a few thousand Christians
in Afghanistan, You are still
Lord. Like the tiny acorn that
grows into the tallest of trees,
use this small group of people
to grow Your Kingdom.

the World
Watch what?

Believers keep their faith a secret.
Most are converts from Islam,
meaning they risk being known
as traitors, facing violence and
worse for their choice.

PR AY THIS

“But now I don’t have any fear of death... if it’s
necessary I don’t mind dying for this cause.”

It is illegal for an Afghan to be
anything other than a Muslim.

Hwa-Young, evangelist to North Korean refugees in China

Radio broadcasts are a key way
people hear about the gospel.

Alongside Christians in
Somalia, I cry out to You. Pour
out Your Spirit on this harsh
land. Build a radical, loving
church. Provide ways for Your
Word to be known and learnt.
Help Christians find favour
and influence to help bring
tolerance and stability. Build
Your Kingdom there. Change
hearts. Bring many more to
You. You can do it. Yours is the
power and glory. Amen.

STATS

The Open Doors World Watch List is a
ranking of the 50 countries where Christians
find it toughest to live out their faith.

Converting to Christianity from
Islam can carry a death sentence
- there aren’t more than several
hundred Christians.

Father, even where extremists
don’t want people to follow
You, You are still worshipped.

PRAY T H IS

Militant Islamic group al-Shabaab
has said it wants Somalia free of
Christians – those thought to be
Christians have been killed on
the spot. At least 12 Christians
were killed in 2016 when their
faith was discovered.

P RAY T HI S

S TAT S

The official state religion of
Somalia is Islam.

Christians are considered
enemies of the state.

S TATS

Up to 70,000 believers are in
prison camps.

Saif, secret believer from Afghanistan

In all these countries, Christians face
restrictions, fear, intimidation, threats and
violence simply because they love Jesus.
The list gets updated every year and shows
where, and how, persecution against
Christians is changing. For the last four
years, Christians around the world have
been facing increasing levels of persecution
- shockingly, Christians are being killed for
their faith in more countries than before.

Secret Christian from Somalia

The country has a three
generations punishment rule,
so if your faith is found out, your
children, and their children, will
also be punished.

“I believe in Jesus now, and my wife also, but I
still go to the mosque to pray five times a day.”

But, amazingly, the church is still growing.

“I wish I could just stand inside a church and cry
out in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Owning a Bible will get
you arrested.

Afghanistan

Father. You are God. No one is
like you. No ruler. No nation.
You are bigger, stronger and
more powerful. Have Your way
in North Korea. Bring an end to
evil. Bring hope and love. Holy
Spirit, strengthen the secret
church. Give them ways to
learn more about You. Provide
Bibles and materials. Give them
courage. Let their actions shine
You to all they meet. Help them
stick with You through trial and
pain. Help me use my freedom
to live loudly for You.
Amen.

Somalia

If your faith is discovered you
will face arrest, disappearance,
torture or public execution.
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Check out the map to see the extent and
spread of persecution and use the info
on the inside pages to find what sort of
pressures Christians face in the five countries
at the top of the list. Get more info at:
www.opendoorsyouth.org/wwl
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2017
ACt N OW
Keep praying. Head to
www.opendoorsyouth.org/wwl to
find out more about the countries
on the World Watch List and commit
to praying for your persecuted
family throughout the year.
Help answer your prayers! Our
family need our prayers, but they
also need us to speak up and raise
money on their behalf. Head to
www.opendoorsyouth.org for
ways to raise money and share with
others about what’s happening to
the church around the world.
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North Korean Christian speaking about
his friend who was arrested

Believer from a Muslim background
living in an Isalmic State

“If we are suffering
in Kenya, you should be
shaking, Likewise, if
something hits the church
elsewhere, we in Kenya
should rise up.”

Image is illustrative

“I had decided to follow
the joy and peace that Jesus
brings. To this day my father
will not speak to me.”

Image is illustrative

“When he came to faith,
he made the decision that
one day he would die for
Christ. Every Christian in
North Korea has made
that choice.”

Frederick Gitonga, Garissa, Kenya

“We’re not afraid to die.
What we’re afraid of is a
life without faith – a life
without our saviour Jesus.”
Maryam and Marziyeh from Iran were
imprisoned for giving out 20,000 Bibles
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Somalia
Afghanistan
Pakistan

Syria
Iraq
Iran
Yemen
Eritrea
Libya
Nigeria
Maldives
Saudi Arabia
India
Uzbekistan
Vietnam
Kenya
Turkmenistan
Qatar
Egypt
Ethiopia
Palestinian
Territories
Laos
Brunei
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Bangladesh
Jordan
Myanmar
Tunisia
Bhutan
Malaysia
Mali
Tanzania
CAR
Tajikistan
Algeria
Turkey
Kuwait
China
Djibouti
Mexico
Comoros
Kazakhstan
UAE
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Sri Lanka
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Mauritania
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Oman

Indonesia

Bahrain

Colombia

